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The LEGOÂ® Technic Idea Book: Simple Machines is a collection of hundreds of working examples

of simple yet fascinating Technic models that you can build based on their pictures alone. Each

project uses color-coded pieces and is photographed from multiple angles, making it easy to see

how the models are assembled without the need for step-by-step instructions. Every model

illustrates a different principle, concept, or mechanism that will inspire your own original creations.

You're encouraged to use these elements as building blocks to create your own masterpieces.The

Technic models in Simple Machines demonstrate basic configurations of gears, shafts, pulleys,

turntables, connectors, and the like. You'll learn how to create small, elegant machines like cranes,

operable doors, motorized cars, a rubber band-powered rocket launcher, a hand-cranked drag

racer, and even musical instruments.This visual guide, the first in the three-volume LEGO Technic

Idea Book series, is the brainchild of master builder Yoshihito Isogawa of Tokyo, Japan. Each title is

filled with photos of Isogawa's unique models, all of which are designed to fire the imaginations of

LEGO builders young and old.Imagine. Create. Invent. Now, what will you build?NOTE: The LEGO

Technic Idea Book series uses parts from various Technic sets. If you don't have some of the

pieces shown in a particular model, experiment by substituting your own parts or visit the No Starch

Press website for a list of the special parts used in the book.
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After building a few (OK, a lot of) Lego sets with my son, I've rediscovered my love for Lego and

making custom builds. I've noticed that the more complex, mechanical Technic elements play a

larger role in most Lego sets, so when I saw Yoshihito Isagawa's Lego Technic Idea Book - Simple

Machines I decided to give it a shot in the hopes that I'd be able to incorporate some of its ideas into

my own creations.Unfortunately, this book is entirely free of text. I understand that Lego instructions

are also text free, but this guide doesn't read like a Lego instruction book. You can get a general

idea of the building sequence and parts involved, but it's not always clear. It's also not always

evident just what the simple machine on each page is supposed to be used for. Perhaps more

advanced Technic builders don't need that basic information, but as a novice (and as a parent), I

didn't find this book nearly as helpful as I had hoped.The Lego Technic Idea Book - Simple

Machines has some useful information, but I'd only recommend it to more experienced builders. If

you're looking for something that will help younger builders, this probably isn't it.

If you are a LEGO builder like me, you have gotten pretty proficient at building what is called the

System type of models. These are buildings and vehicles that are the scale of the minifigure and are

the majority of the things that are built with LEGO elements.However, there are other scales and

other parts that are not the typical brick and plate. Once called Expert Models, these became the

Technic theme, which are models that have working features, like working steering and gear

systems. These are sets that are more complex, and as a result, are tough to explore building

possibilities. With The LEGO Technic Idea Book: Simple Machines, using Technic parts becomes a

much easier exercise.As the first book in the LEGO Technic Idea book trilogy,Simple Machines

explains the parts and their uses in a clear, easy-to-understand format. There are no words used in

the diagrams: all ideas are explained with graphics and colorful photos of example models. This

makes it really easy and fun to pick up on building. The simplicity of the photos and diagrams also

allows the builder to adapt the model to his creations.For the beginning builder this is a great guide

to learning how to make working models. For the experienced builder, this is a good reference on

building techniques. This book would also be useful for FIRST LEGO teams, as it explains how to

use gears, which is useful for MINDSTORMS robot builders.

There are hundreds of models in these books and, unless you've got a massive storehouse of

LEGO Technic parts in your 10,000 square foot basement, you may not have all of the parts you

need in order to build a particular model.We want to help you find those parts. To that end,



Yoshihito Isogawa has prepared a hyperlinked list of the more unique parts in the books to help you

to find them at the Bricklink website. We can't post a direct link to that list here, but here's how to

find it on our website:(1) Go to the main No Starch Press website(2) Search for the word "technic"(3)

Click the first search item that comes up ("LEGO Technic Idea Book Complete Set")(4) When you

reach that page, click the link that says "See the parts list for the books," which you'll see just

underneath the red text that says "Buy the whole set and save . . ."or, if you can read between the

lines, try:nostarch dot com /technicPlease remember that these are idea books; buying these books

is not like buying a pre-packaged LEGO set. As such, you're encouraged to explore and invent with

LEGO. Many of our readers draw considerable inspiration from the pictures of Isogawa's models

alone and I hope that you will, too.Sincerely,William Pollock, FounderNo Starch Press

My 9 year-old son is a Lego fanatic, and especially loves to build with Technic and Bionicle pieces.

He's awfully timid about creating on his own, however, so I thought this book might help to provide

the inspiration and confidence he sometimes lacks.This beautiful book is absolutely filled with useful

information. First, there are hundreds and hundreds of pictures showing different ways to combine

gears and other common Technic pieces to translate power and motion in every direction. Then, the

author moves on to show examples of what can be built with these basic machines... doors that

slide open and shut, motorized cars, and even simple musical instruments! There are no building

directions or parts lists, but we found that everything was photographed clearly enough to allow us

to replicate, and that almost all of the pieces were already in our fairly extensive Lego collection.The

one huge detraction from this book, I felt, was the complete absence of descriptive labeling on the

photographs within. The author does so deliberately for effect; in his own words, "This is an idea

book; it's about imagination. Rather than tell you what to see or think when you look at each

photograph, I encourage you to interpret each one in your own way." I appreciate the sentiment, but

I can't help feeling that the author has sacrificed usefulness in his pursuit of art. The well-organized

table of contents contains very helpful titles and descriptions, after all... why not transfer these same

few words to the corresponding pages to help identify the extremely beautiful, creative, and

thought-provoking Lego constructs shown there at a glance? Thus, while I unhesitatingly

recommend this book for Lego aficionados with the patience and knowledge it requires to really

enjoy it, I do so with slight reservations for the lesser, more easily-frustrated mortals among us.
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